Mr President and Gentlemen,?It needs no words of mine to picture to you the importance to human life of placenta prsevia. In a complication where the lives of both mother and child are so seriously threatened there is certainly occasion enough for the most serious attention of all in our branch of the profession ;
and such attention and mutual comparison of our international knowledge will, I rest assured, not be wanting at our Congress to-day.
In bringing such a subject before you, my first thought is, " How best to do it ?" Surely, by considering what facts we really know, and what treatment these facts indicate.
At the very threshold of our subject, then, we are met with the question?
What is Placenta Previa? Placenta prsevia may be defined as the attachment of part of the placenta within a certain distance from the os internum, or its attachment to that part of the uterus proper {i.e., the uterus excluding the cervical canal) which becomes stretched and expanded during labour. These definitions require some explanation, and we take the second or functional definition first for a special reason.
The results of the frozen sectional anatomy of women who have died in labour have shown us that the uterus proper is divided into two markedly contrasted portions by the retraction ring. All above the retraction ring is active during labour, while a certain portion of the developed canal below this ring is the passively dilated lower uterine segment. Where the lower limit of this meets the upper limit of the cervical canal it is difficult to say, although Chiari' s section gives some help in settling this question by the upper limits of the arbor vitae.
In post-partum uteri of the first 12 hours we can note distinctly that the passively stretched portion below the retraction ring is divided almost equally between lower uterine segment and cervical canal. We can thus define placenta prsevia as the attachment of 'part of the placenta such that it lies on a part of the uterine wall proper whose upper boundary during labour is the retraction ring. As this part becomes expanded during labour, this is merely the old definition of Rigby expressed in terms of modern anatomy.
We have now, however, to face a more difficult question, viz., " What portion of the uterus at the end of pregnancy corresponds to the part of the uterus which during labour is bounded above by the retraction ring ?" The answer is, " the lower uterine segment," and I have now to define this important portion of the full-time pregnant uterus.
The lower uterine segment is a hemispheroidal portion of the uterus with the os internum as its lowest point, and its upper limit about 2|-3^ inches along the walls from that. The characteristics of the lower uterine segment are usually given as? (1) 
